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SUNDAY MORNING 
 

“Shazam! Shalom!” 

1 Kings 3:15 

Pastor Benji 

We exist to ignite 

 a passion in every 

person to glorify and 

enjoy God everywhere 

and in everything. 

SUNDAY EVENING at 6pm  
 

“Certainly Uncertain” 
 

Philippians 1:19-26 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

Take a moment and read Ephesians 4:17-24. Open your Bible and leave it open as we 
need to dissect Paul’s argument here so that we will understand how to fight sin in our 

lives today. 

(Verses 17-19) Paul is very often preoccupied with our mind (cf. Rom 1:21; 2 Cor 10:4; 
Phil 4:17; Col 3:2). But look at the downward spiral Paul describes: the Gentiles (I take it 
that Paul comments apply to anyone who rejects the Good News) walk in a manner that 
does not please the Lord. Why? Because their minds, or thinking, is futile. Why? 
Because their understanding is darkened. Why? Because they have become callous. 
Why? Because they have given themselves up to sin. Sin then draws them further and 
further into sin, or as he said above walk like the Gentiles. This is the downward spiral 
we take when we allow our hearts to become separated from the truths of the Good 

News that will set us free if we let them by abiding in Christ’s Word (John 8:31-32).  

(Verses 20-24) And, there is an upward spiral we can travel as well. For every struggle in 
Scripture there are also promises of God for us in Christ that help us combat our 
temptations. He begins with the reminder that Christ-followers have ‘learned Christ’. We 
have learned a Person. Now this Person is Someone of whom certain facts are true and 
if we don’t know those facts then we are not speaking of the same Person: the Jesus you 
worship must be the Jesus of the Bible, not your own personal Jesus in your imagination. 
Knowing these facts is knowing His loving gracious heart and His method of leading us 

up the spiral that frees us from the sins we cling to.  

The first Paul mentions is ‘put off your old self’. I take this to mean that part of us that is 
still tempted, tempted to say bitterness or coveting. When your mind starts traveling the 
well known path, step off. Walk away. In fact, literally so. Very often changing your 
position physically will change your perception spiritually. Try it if you don’t believe me. I 
dare you. Decide that you do not want this sin. Decide that you want to go in a different 

direction. Then go in a different direction. The Bible calls this repentance. 

The second step notice is a passive: ‘be renewed in the spirit of your minds’. As you are 
living a life that is characterized by all the things your Sunday School teacher has been 
teaching you for years: studying the Bible, investing time in prayer, serving others, 
intentionally equipping believers, as you are doing these things your mind will be 
renewed. Both because of what you are doing and because God is doing it for you 

through the means He ordain that you are exercising.  

Continued on next page... 



 

 

 

 

Announcements  
 

 

S2WAT  ( SINGLE SENIOR WOMEN ADVENTURING TOGETHER )  
Tuesday, February  19th meet in Grace Hall @ 1:30pm. 
Come and enjoy an afternoon filled with fun and encouragement!  
Please sign-up at the McCoy Welcome Center, Today! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTIONS  
For the month of February, we will be collecting Toys for Girls;  
necklaces, hair barrettes, dolls, etc... Please drop off the items at the 
table near the McCoy entrance. 

Making Disciple - Making Disciples 

WOMEN’S PRAYER 
Saturday, November 17th @ 8am in Rm 501.   
All women of Grace are invited to join us in prayer for our church and 
it’s ministries  

 

To sign up for our Daily Vine/Grace Newsletter and Prayer list 
 

 Visit our website www.gracesantamaria.org 
 Hover over ABOUT GRACE 
 Click Newsletter/Prayer and Praise 
 Click on the picture for News or Prayer/Praise 
 Fill out the form and click Sign Up 

ANNUAL CARE NET  
BABY BOTTLE DRIVE  

 

Please return bottles to the  box at 

the McCoy Welcome Center  

 

Thank you!   

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, February 23rd @ 8am in Grace Hall 
Our speaker will be Ken George.  Sign-ups available at the McCoy 
Welcome Center.  Cost is just $3 per person! 

Then, especially with regards to that specific temptation you just walked away 
from, ‘put on the new self’. You are used to holding bitterness towards someone 
close to your chest, so begin living as if that isn’t true. Pray for God’s blessing for 
that person. Choose to genuinely want that person to be blessed. Or if it is 
coveting, choose not to go to that internet forum or read Facebook for a while. 
And while you are not doing these things do something else. Memorize some 
key promises of Scripture (e.g. Prov 3:5-6; Rom 12:1-2; Eph 1:3-14). Put on the 
new person that Christ is creating you to be. He will help you. You will be helped 

to walk up that spiral so that the next time you slip you will be further up the slide.  

And remember, God will catch you when you fall; so don’t be afraid to take great 

risks for the great God who loves you and will never leave you nor forsake you.  

And above all, go to God’s Word and look to see if you notice the logic of the 
passage. Begin to pull it apart and you will know God better and therefore love 

Him and trust Him more. 

Walking uphill with you! 

Pastor Greg 

VBS Preview Party 
Save the Date  

Wednesday, May 15th 
 

“Come and Roar” 


