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SUNDAY MORNING 

LIVE STREAM @ 9am        

“A Mild, Soft Jesus? Ain’t 
Nobody Got Time For That!” 

2 Corinthians 1:10 

Pastor Benji 

https://youtu.be/CSAKVHhG9VY 

 

SUNDAY EVENING SERMON 

Uploaded To YouTube @ 10:30am 

“Up and Down Hill in the 
Wilderness with Bloody Feet” 

Mark 1:1-8  

Pastor Greg 

https://youtu.be/IMVjT4tlP2A 

Also you can go to www.youtube.com 
and search for our channel  

“Grace Santa Maria” 

 

We exist to ignite 

 a passion in every 

person to glorify and 

enjoy God everywhere 

and in everything. 

  “Pssst! Here Are Your Idols!” – Coronavirus 

 

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 
the true God and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols.  
1 John 5:19–21 

John ends this epistle with a last-minute command: “Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols.” It follows a Gospel-rich paragraph describing how, in contrast to the 
world, we know God and are in union with His Son Jesus. Being in Christ fuels our 
obedience and gives us the power to keep ourselves from idols. And since John tells us 
to keep ourselves from idols, that means we have idols. Our heart is full of them and 
one way we know that is because over the past few months, the Coronavirus has been 
whispering at us, “Pssst! Here are your idols!”  

I recently read something by Nancy Guthrie about how the Coronavirus is exposing our 
idols. She says: 

Perhaps one of the gifts wrapped in the unwanted package labeled coronavirus is that it 
is exposing the things we may have allowed to compete with Christ as the true source of 
happiness, security, and meaning in our lives. Idols are not necessarily bad things. 
They are usually good things that have become ultimate things. An idol is anything 
apart from Christ about which we would say, “I must have this to be happy.” 

Having our idols exposed is never comfortable or convenient. None of us relishes 
naming and forsaking things we love. We can’t imagine life without them. But if we 
truly desire to love the Lord our God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our 
might, we’ve got to destroy the idols that are keeping us from it. I suppose the 
question for some of us is: As God has used the impact of the coronavirus to 
expose idols in my life, am I interested and willing to forsake them, destroy them? 
Or am I really just waiting until I can prop them back up, put them back into the 
place they were before, so life can get back to “normal”?  

Perhaps “getting back to normal” is not at all what God has in mind for us. 
Perhaps God has in mind a new normal, a new day-by-day way of walking through 
this life in which He has no rival for our affections, our devotion, and our joy.  

Why not take some time and meditate on the wonderful truth that you know God 
and that you are “in Him.” Then do something wild and crazy and pray a bold 
prayer like this: 

“Holy Spirit, show me the idols of my heart that are competing with Jesus as the true 
source of happiness, security, and meaning in my life.”  

Praying with you, 

Pastor Benji 

https://youtu.be/CSAKVHhG9VY
https://youtu.be/IMVjT4tlP2A


 

 

 

 

Announcements  
 

 

PRAYER WALKING ON SUNDAYS 
Come Sundays at 5:30 pm and either prayer walk around Grace 
or the chapel will be open for those that would prefer sitting. Join 
us as we pray for our church, community and nation. Contact            
Pastor Greg with any questions.   

“FACES OF GRACE”  
Let’s create a photo wall of as many singles, couples, and            
families at Grace! We will mount them on one of the walls in the 
church foyer so that we can better get to know one another’s 
faces. If you would like to participate, please send a digital                 
photo of yourself or family, and the names of those in the picture 
directly to the following email address:                                                    
FacesofGrace@gracesantmaria.org                                                        
Please contact  Ken George with any questions. Thanks!  

AWANA 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

BOOKS 

Come by the church office and 

pick up a book. They are colorful 

and full of AWANA memories! 

You can stop by the church       

office and pick one up for at 

least a $20 donation. You may 

pay with a check or online          

giving. We accept cash too!  

To Reemphasize : Face Coverings Required Inside of Indoor 
Public Spaces, per California State and Santa Barbara County 
Guidance ( Unless you are Exempt )  

 

 

 

 

 

Central Coast Rescue Mission in 

conjunction with the United Way and 

Grace Baptist Church are preparing 

to host a Mobile Shower Outreach 

for the homeless. The showering unit 

is provided by the United Way of 

Santa Maria. If you would like to 

bless the homeless with hygiene kits, 

please consider donating items listed 

below and drop them off at Grace in 

the green barrels. Thanks!  

 
 1 Gallon Zip Lock Bags 

 Shower Shoes 

 Men’s and or Women's Sock’s 

 Wash Cloths  

 Tooth Brushes and Combs 

 Travel size bottles of : Shampoo, 

Conditioner, Deodorant, Lotions, 

Toothpaste, Chap Stick, Face 

Wipes 

This weekly event will be 
starting soon and be held here 

at Grace!    

Church Office will be 
closed Friday, July 3rd 

in observance of 
holiday.  

Summer KidMin with your Grace Family! 

Join us every Sunday morning on the                                                                   

           Grace Santa Maria You Tube Channel.                           

     See you there                                  

***Every Sunday in July through August  Mrs. Harter and Mrs. Winger, 

along with Mr. Shaw, will be creating a video Sunday School/Children’s 

Church style lesson for you to enjoy on Sunday mornings just as if we were 

meeting together.  Find it on the Grace Santa Maria You Tube Channel.                          

It is good to gather with you! 

***Summer Splash Project*** 


